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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MINUTES
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2009, 5:00 P.M.

CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS
A regular meeting of the City of Delray Beach Board of Adjustment was called to order by Chairperson, Mr. Sigurdur Hardester, in the City Commission Chambers at 5:03 p.m. on Thursday, December 3, 2009.
1.
ROLL CALL SHOWED:

Present:

Sigurdur Hardester

Absent: 
Bernard Federgreen




Jess Sowards





Clifton Miller






Mel Pollack




Dale Miller





Also Present:

Brian Shutt, Assistant City Attorney





Al Berg, Assistant Director, Community Improvement

At this time, Mr.  Hardester reviewed the quasi-judicial rules. 

Board Liaison, Venice Cobb, swore in those individuals who wished to give testimony for Petition No. 988. 

There were no ex parte communications by any Board member.   

2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Ms. Miller made a motion to approve the minutes of September 17, 2009, and October 1, 2009.  The minutes were seconded by Mr. Pollack and passed unanimously.
3.
PUBLIC HEARING:


A.
Applicant:
Patricia Sinclair



PETITION NO. 988


Premises:
2135 NW 15th Place
Request:
Requesting a variance to construct an addition to the house with a side yard setback of 10’ where 15’ is required and a front yard setback of 14’ where 20’ is required.
Mr. Al Berg, Assistant Director of Community Improvement, advised that the applicant is appealing Section 4.3.4(K) of the Land Development Regulations to allow a side yard setback of 10’ where 15’ are required and a front yard setback of 14’ where 20’ are required.  The applicant proposes to erect a 574 square foot addition to an existing house for a new master bedroom that extends into both setback areas.  Mr. Berg noted that the home is located within a zero lot line setback meaning that all homes are built on the property line on one side and the setback is on the other side.  A setback of 15’ is required for all structures that are along 22nd Avenue.  A 20’ setback is required on 15th Place.  Mr. Berg mentioned a screened patio along 22nd Avenue which was permitted in 1986 which was to have a 15’ setback but was built in the wrong place.  Staff does not support the request for the variance.  The request is unreasonable being that the applicant seeks a reduction of 33% on the street setback and over a 25% reduction of the front setback.  The applicant has a reasonable use of land which is not being denied.
Ms. Miller asked the reason the addition is not being erected at the upper portion of the property.
Mr. Berg stated that there could be multiple reasons including cost or suggestions by the architect.

Mr. Douglas Sinclair explained that he is going blind and for this reason, his daughter will move into the home to aid the family.  Due to the configuration of the lot shape, the request is the most feasible.  It would be a hardship to build on above the master suite at this time. 

Ms. Miller felt that the addition was very large and asked if there was an opportunity to shrink the size of the addition.

Mr. Sinclair felt that because of the design of the home, it would be difficult to shrink the size.

Mr. Pollack suggested that the applicant meet with Mr. Berg and discuss redesigning the plans at which time he can ask for a minimum variance. 

Mr. Miller asked for floor plans for the home.

At this time, Ms. Patricia Sinclair produced floor plans for the Board members review.

The Board members felt that the addition was too large and suggested that alternative options be discussed. 
Ms. Miller made a motion to table the matter and reconvene on January 7, 2009 at 5:00 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Pollack and passed unanimously.   
4.
COMMENTS AND INQUIRIES ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:

A. Board Members
None

B. Assistant City Attorney

None
There being no further business, Mr. Hardester, Chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 5:36 p.m.
_______________________________________
Venice Cobb, Executive Assistant/Board Liaison

The undersigned is the Secretary of the Board of Adjustment of Delray Beach and the information provided herein is the minutes of the meeting of said Board of December 3, 2009, which minutes were formally approved and adopted by the Board on _____________________________.







_______________________________________






Venice Cobb, Executive Assistant/Board Liaison
NOTE TO READER:
If the minutes you have received are not completed as indicated above, this means they are not the official minutes of the Board of Adjustment.  They will become official minutes only after review and approval, which may involve some amendments, additions or deletions.

